
This VSLO graphic was created to assist students and their advisors as students develop their individual away rotation strategies.  
As the VSLO program develops additional data products, we welcome your comments about what data would be most valuable to you  
or a future medical student. Please send your ideas to the AAMC Support Center. 
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To accommodate our learners and programs, the VSLO platform is open all year. 
There is a primary application season that ranges from January to May each year.

The Visiting Student Learning Opportunities™ (VSLO®)

Program by the Numbers
ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26

The Visiting Student Learning Opportunities™ (VSLO®) platform has 
broad usership. Students can search for away rotation opportunities 
that are a match by specialty, timing, geography, and Host location.

*Includes both U.S. and global counts.
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The schedules on which Host institutions review applications  
and send student offers vary. Hosts are encouraged to provide  
offers to students at least 30 days prior to the start of a rotation. 
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 VSLO APPLICANTS AND ACCEPTANCES BY STUDENT TYPE

Total
Applications

Average 
Number of 
Electives 

Applied to 

Offers 
Made by 

Institutions

Offers 
Accepted  

by Students

MD Students 390,229 9 33,909 22,863
DO Students 421,586 12 29,594 21,717
International 
Students 13,997 5 358 220

Total 825,812 10 63,861 44,800

Through the VSLO program, students are successful 
in finding and attending away rotations.

SPECIALTY AWAY ROTATIONS WITH THE HIGHEST VOLUME OF VSLO UNIQUE AND ALTERNATIVE DATE APPLICATIONS 

Specialty
Unique Electives 

Available
Total  

Applications
Total Offers  

Made
Total Offers  

Accepted
Internal Medicine 2,694 110,889 6,271 4,539
Anesthesiology 532 91,267 2,989 1,941
Obstetrics and Gynecology 976 75,102 2,295 1,609
Emergency Medicine 857 67,859 9,988 7,178
Surgery 1,528 67,690 4,014 2,755
Pediatrics 2,351 60,370 4,250 2,983
Psychiatry 928 46,491 1,932 1,353
Dermatology 297 46,143 2,101 1,469
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 273 36,043 1,685 1,100
Orthopaedic Surgery 469 35,455 5,825 3,618
Neurology 539 26,324 1,475 1,039
Ophthalmology 319 24,406 1,521 937
Radiology-Diagnostic 640 23,448 2,260 1,630
Family Medicine 769 21,964 2,475 1,819
Otolaryngology - Head and Neck Surgery 271 15,375 2,228 1,556
Plastic Surgery 200 11,977 1,448 981
Urology 278 10,650 2,132 1,422
Pathology-Anatomic and Clinical 515 9,521 883 591
Neurological Surgery 234 6,438 1,334 863
Radiation Oncology 179 3,788 605 473

VSLO Host institutions offered rotations in 143 different specialty and subspecialty areas. A total 
of 16,356 unique electives (many with multiple date options) were available through the VSLO 
program in the 2025-26 academic year. Below is information about the specialties with the highest 
volume of total applications.

Explore a residency program.

Secure a letter of recommendation. Consider a specialty not offered at their Home institution.

Explore a specialty other than their intended specialty.Meet specialty or degree requirements.

Students had various goals for pursuing away rotations:

The cost of an away rotation depends on many 
variables. Traveling to the rotation, short-term 
housing costs, and application/tuition costs are 
the expenses students mentioned most frequently.  
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These data are from the VSLO Student Post-rotation Survey (Academic Year 2022-23).

STUDENT OUT-OF-POCKET AWAY ROTATION EXPENSES

*The VSLO system was temporarily offline for system maintenance.

https://students-residents.aamc.org/visiting-student-learning-opportunities/visiting-student-learning-opportunities-contact-form
http://AAMC.ORG

