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Agenda

• AMCAS Application
• AMCAS Process

• 2023 Dates and Participation

• 2023 Application

• Verification

• After Submission

• AMCAS Letter Service
• The Letter Writer Application

• Letter Guidelines

• Resources
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How does AMCAS work?

Application 
Submitted

• Applicant 
completes & 
submits AMCAS 
application online

• Applicant pays 
submission fees 
(or uses valid 
Fee Assistance 
Program 
benefits)

Application 
Processed

• Applicant 
arranges for all 
required official 
transcripts to be 
sent to AMCAS

• AMCAS performs 
verification of 
coursework and 
calculates 
AMCAS GPAs

Application 
Delivered

• AMCAS 
distributes 
verified 
application to 
designated med 
schools

• AMCAS delivers 
letters to 
designated med 
schools as they 
are received
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aamc.org/amcas
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2023 Application Dates

Date* Event

April 1
2023 AMCAS resources 

available

May 3
AMCAS application 

opens 

May 31
AMCAS application 

submission begins

June 24

Initial transmission of 

application data to 

medical schools

August 1
Early Decision Program 

deadline

Sept.-Dec. Application deadlines

*Dates subject to change

Application Deadlines

• Application must be submitted by 
11:59 p.m. ET of the deadline date

• Transcript deadlines must be 
received by AMCAS within 14 
calendar days of the application 
deadline date

• Must be received by August 1 for 
early decision applicants

• Visit 
www.aamc.org/amcasdeadlines

http://www.aamc.org/amcasdeadlines
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2023 AMCAS Participation

2023 AMCAS Application Fees:

• $170 processing fee (includes one school designation)

• $43 for each additional school 

Tentative 2022 Participation 

Application

152 Schools/Programs

All MD granting schools in the United States with the 

exception of MD programs at Texas public schools

AMCAS Letters 151 Schools/Programs

Criminal Background 

Checks
126 Schools/Programs

aamc.org/amcas
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Accessing the Application
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AAMC Registration

Applicants should only 

complete registration if 

they do not have an 

AAMC ID 
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My AAMC Profile
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Select “2023 Application Cycle”
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AMCAS Main Menu
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AMCAS Main Menu
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AMCAS Main Menu
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Application Sections

1. Identifying 
Information

2. Schools 
Attended

3. Biographic 
Information

4.Coursework

5. Work and 
Activities 

6. Letters of 
Evaluation

7. Medical 
Schools

8. Essays

9. 
Standardized 

Tests 
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Identifying Information
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Schools Attended
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Schools Attended
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Schools Attended
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Biographic Information
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Coursework
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Coursework

You should use a 

personal copy of your 

official transcript to 

complete this section.
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Coursework Tips

• Include plus or minus grades. 

• The AMCAS academic year begins with the summer term.

• Include your Physical Education courses.

• Have course descriptions available when entering course 
classifications and review the course classification chart 
thoroughly. 

• If you applied in a previous year, update your final grades.

• Include your original alpha grade for all attempts of a repeated 
course.
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Coursework: Things to Avoid!

• If your transcript shows letter grades do not enter numeric grades or 
quality points in the grade field. 

• Do not enter the course number as the course name. 
• For example: BIO 101 Intro to Biology should be entered as Course Name: Intro to 

Biology and Course Name: BIO 101 NOT Course Name “BIO” Course Number 
“101”. 

• Do not enter special symbols or characters when entering the courses 
name and course number.

• Do not enter your summer courses in the wrong year. 
• For example: If your course was taken in the summer of 2020 it goes in AY 2020-2021 

in the AMCAS application.



© Association of American Medical Colleges

Coursework: Things to Avoid!

• Do not classify Physics classes as Natural Physical Science. The 
classification for Physics courses is as Physics (PHYS).  

• If any course has both a lecture and a lab component, do not list 
both grades in a single entry. 

• For example: Biology Lecture  B+ Biology Lab C+ do not enter Biology 
B+/C+

• Do not omit withdrawals or repeated courses. 

• Do not forget to add Advanced Placement courses.

• If your application is returned for 10+ missing courses, do not omit 
any courses when you resubmit.
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Work/Activities
• Maximum of 15 entries

• You can enter additional 

date ranges for repeated 

activities

• You can enter anticipated 

hours

• Maximum of 3 “Most Meaningful”
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Work/Activities: Things to think about

• How does this experience impact my future profession in 
medicine?  

• Be mindful that medical schools are trying to determine how you 
have tested out your decision of pursuing medicine.

• Enter only significant experiences.

• Include clinical and non-clinical activities – especially activities 
where you have led projects and/or people.

• Some schools have required experiences.
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Letters of Evaluation

You can submit 

your application 

before AMCAS 

receives your 

letters.
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Medical Schools

You should be sure to select the correct program type and be mindful of 

program and transcript deadlines.
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Essay
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Essay
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Essay: Things to think about

• By the end of reading your statement, the reader should 
understand why you want to be a physician. 

• Admissions officers want to learn something about you that they 
can’t find in any other part of your application.

• When you consider what to write, think about the series of 
events in your life that have led up to the point where you are 
applying to medical school.
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Essay Quick Tips

• Proofread your essay

• Check for spelling errors

• Read it BACKWARDS 

• Read it “Out Loud”

• Have mentors and loved ones review it

• Make sure that it’s your statement – though others might have 
suggestions, the final document is yours and must reflect your 
reason(s) for pursuing medicine
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Essay Do’s and Don’ts

DO
• Make sure your statement addresses your reason(s) for wanting to pursue 

medicine

• Have a lot of people review it – friends, colleagues, mentors, letter writers

• Be mindful that “all” medical schools will receive the same AMCAS application

• Check and re-check for grammatical and spelling issues – your application is your 
first impression

DON’T
• Speak in generalities

• Be informal

• Include/restate everything in your activities section in your personal statement

• Make your statement “too personal” – you should be able to talk about the 
personal statement contents in an interview
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Standardized Tests

aamc.org/mcat

Applicants should 

indicate any future 

MCAT testing dates.

MCAT scores are 

automatically released 

to your application.
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MCAT Scores

Score breakdowns and confidence bands will appear in the application.
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Standardized Tests
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AAMC PREview™ Exam

• The AAMC PREview™
professional readiness exam 
is formerly the AAMC 
Situational Judgment Test

• Several U.S. medical schools 
will accept AAMC PREview™
professional readiness exam 
scores for the AMCAS 2023 
cycle

• Registration is OPEN! 
aamc.org/preview
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Certification Statements

Last step of 

application: certify 

data is accurate, 

submit, and pay 

processing fee.
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AMCAS Verification Process

Transcripts

▪ All required official transcripts must be 
received before an application can join 
the verification queue

▪ AMCAS accepts PDF 
eTranscripts from approved 
senders

Processing
▪ From date of “Ready to 

Review” application status, 
about 6 weeks

▪ Find processing on the AMCAS 
application sign in page Verification Queue

“Ready for 
Review” 
Status

All official 
transcripts 
received

Application 
Submitted
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AMCAS Verification
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Application Reminders

▪ Criminal Background Checks

▪ Application and Acceptance Protocols for Applicants
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Criminal Background Checks

• Participating schools have checks 
run on accepted or waitlisted 
applicants 

• Certiphi Screening, Inc. will notify 
applicants when the CBC has 
been initiated

• Applicants have 10 calendar days 
to review their report

• No additional charge to the 
applicant for this service

Application Status CBC Procured

Accepted, 

Early Decision Program
Upon Acceptance

Accepted, Regular After January 1

Alternate List
After May 15, by 

school’s request only

CBC Schedule



© Association of American Medical Colleges

Application and Acceptance Protocols for Applicants
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AMCAS Tools

• AMCAS Applicant Guide

• AMCAS Application Workbook

• Application and Acceptance Protocols

• Video Tutorials 

• Twitter 
• @AMCASinfo

aamc.org/amcas
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Agenda

• AMCAS Application
• AMCAS Process

• 2022 Dates and Participation

• 2022 Application

• Verification

• After Submission

• AMCAS Letter Service
• The Letter Writer Application

• Letter Guidelines

• Resources
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Letters of Evaluation

Submission Methods:

• AMCAS Letter Writer 
Application

• Interfolio

Medical schools receive letters 
electronically, on a rolling basis 
after an application is verified

Medical 
Schools

AMCAS
Letter 

Authors

Letter 
Request 

Form
Applicant

aamc.org/amcasletters
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Letters of Evaluation
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AMCAS Letter Writer Application

services.aamc.org/letterwriter/
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Letter Writer Guidelines

Ask your letter writer to visit aamc.org/advisors to access the Guidelines for 
Writing a Letter of Evaluation for a Medical School Applicant
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AAMC Fee Assistance Program



© Association of American Medical Colleges

AAMC Fee Assistance Program

Benefits are NOT Retroactive

• MCAT Benefit
• Reduced registration fees

• Access to all 15 online AAMC MCAT Official Prep Products

• Stipend for updated evaluation for accommodations

• AMCAS Benefit
• AMCAS application submission fee waiver for up to 20 schools

• MSAR Benefit
• Complimentary access to the Medical School Admission Requirements 

(MSAR) website

• AAMC PREviewTM Benefit
• Waiver for AAMC PREviewTM professional readiness exam registration fees
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Program Eligibility 

• U.S.-based home address

• Tied to U.S. Department of 
Health and Human 
Services' poverty level guidelines

• Requires parental 
financial information 
and supporting tax documentation 
for applicants under 26
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Income Eligibility 
Income Guidelines

Family Size

Contiguous States, 

District of Columbia 

& U.S. Territories

Alaska Hawaii

1 $51,520  $64,360 $59,280

2 $69,680 $87,080 $80,160

3 $87,840 $109,800 $101,040

4 $106,000 $132,520 $121,920

5 $124,160 $155,240 $142,800

6 $142,320 $177,960 $163,680

7 $160,480 $200,680 $184,560

8 $178,640 $223,400 $205,440

8+ $4,540 for each 

additional person

$5,680 for each 

additional person.

$5,220 for each 

additional person



© Association of American Medical Colleges

How the Fee Assistance Program Helped

• Waived secondary fees

• Scholarships

• Interview expenses

aamc.org/howfaphelped
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2022 Fee Assistance Program 

aamc.org/fap
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AAMC Fee Assistance Program

• What You Need to Apply

• 2022 Fee Assistance 
Program Essentials

• Fee Assistance Program 
FAQ’s

202-828-0600

fap@aamc.org

@AMCASinfo
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students-residents.aamc.org/navigator

AAMC Premed 
Navigator
Monthly e-newsletter for applicants and 
helpful web content.
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Anatomy of an 
Applicant
• Core Competencies

• Student Profiles

aamc.org/competencies
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202-828-0600 AMCAS Contact us @AMCASinfo

Contact Us
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Scheduled Maintenance

Saturday, May 21 and Sunday, May 22
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Good luck!

Please fill out the survey and tell us what you thought about this webinar!


