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Welcome!

Thank you for joining us for 

today’s webinar.  The program 

will begin shortly. 

You will not hear the audio until 

we begin.

If you have technical questions, 

please email 

aamc@commpartners.com.
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Panelists
• AMCAS

• PJ Kania, Director of AMCAS Product Management

• Sharifa Dickenson, AMCAS Operations Director

• Antonia Brathwaite, AMCAS Product and Implementation Manager

• Rachel Shore, AMCAS Strategy and Constituent Engagement, 
Senior Specialist

• AMCAS Advisory Committee Members

• Jason D’Antonio, PhD, Director, Health Professions Program, 
Carnegie Mellon University

• Roopal V. Kundu, MD, Associate Dean for Admissions, 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine
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Agenda

1. 2021 Cycle Updates

2. Fee Assistance Program

3. Choose Your Medical School

4. 2022 Cycle Updates

5. AMCAS Advisory Committee Member 
Perspectives

6. Questions and Answers
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2021 Cycle Update
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AMCAS Data Cycle Year 2021 Cycle Year 2020

Total Initiations 99,033 87,573

Total Processed 

Applications 
60,127 50,804

Transcripts Received 234,822 136,344

Letters of Evaluation 

Received
236,066 199,459

2021 and 2020 Cycle Data as of Feb. 4

6

66 ©2020 AAMC. May not be reproduced or distributed without 
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AMCAS Weekly Submissions (as of Feb. 4)
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Fee Assistance Program Update
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Fee Assistance Program Update

The AAMC strongly believes that the 
various costs associated with applying to 
medical school should not be a barrier. 

The AAMC Fee Assistance Program
assists premeds who, without financial 
assistance, would be unable to take the 
MCAT, apply to medical schools that 
use AMCAS, and more. 
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Fee Assistance Program Update
Due to the many challenges facing premeds during the ongoing 
pandemic, the AAMC adjusted the income eligibility criteria.

• Applicants to the 2021 Fee Assistance Program will be granted 
benefits if each household reported on their application has a 2020 
total family income that is 400 percent or less than the 2020 
national poverty level for that family size (previously set at 300 
percent or less).

There is a reconsideration process for applicants experiencing 
financial loss of income due to coronavirus.

• If an applicant is denied 2021 Fee Assistance Program benefits 
based on 2020 household incomes, they can submit a 
reconsideration request. To request reconsideration, applicants 
should email fapreconsideration@aamc.org or call 202-828-0600 to 
be provided with the Reconsideration Request form.
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Fee Assistance Program 

Application Year

Processed and Approved 

Applications 

Year 2020* 16,017

Year 2019 8,969 

Fee Assistance Program Data 
(end of Fee Assistance Program application cycle 2020)
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Fee Assistance Program Update
Recipients of the Fee Assistance Program can save over $2,000 by 

utilizing the benefits on their premed journey.

Each Fee Assistance Program award includes: 

• Access to the Medical School Admission Requirements (MSAR) website

• Reduced fees for MCAT registration

• Waived MCAT Official Prep product fees

• Assistance in paying for an updated psychoeducational or medical evaluation (if required to 

support an MCAT accommodation application)

• Waived AMCAS application fees, covering up to 20 medical school submissions, for one 

application cycle

Fee Assistance benefits are NOT retroactive!

www.AAMC.org/FAP

©2021. May not be reproduced or distributed without permission.

https://click.email.aamc.org/?qs=e2882a87f43b4f49f456002afdbed5ddbb4a300d2b19b2b5677d97533efd2fa69e7fccdd52176296512affeceb416e4583c438435866a385
https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-medical-school/article/what-are-benefits-fee-assistance-program/


Fee Assistance Program Update
2021 Fee Assistance Program Opening

• The 2021 Fee Assistance Program application opened February 8, 2021

2021 Fee Assistance Program Webinar

• Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 2:00 pm ET 

• Learn about the 2021 AAMC Fee Assistance Program and how medical 
school applicants can save over $2,000 through the AAMC Fee Assistance 
Program

• This 60-minute webinar will cover the 2021 Fee Assistance Program 
benefits, eligibility requirements, the application process, and include time 
for Q&A

• The webinar will be recorded and posted on our website. We will notify you 
through email when it is available
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Choose Your Medical School Tool
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Choose Your Medical School (CYMS) Tool 
CYMS Action Date Applicant Decision What Schools See

Plan to Enroll
February 19 

– April 29

Applicants can continue to interview, 

hold current acceptance offers and 

receive additional acceptance offers, 

and remain on any waitlist at any 

other medical schools.

Aggregate applicant 

information

Protocol April 15 Applicants should hold no more than three acceptances

Protocol April 30
Applicants should hold no more than one acceptance but can 

continue to hold waitlist positions

Plan to Enroll April 30

The same use for this option applies, 

however, applicants should not be 

holding multiple acceptances but can 

remain on waitlists in accordance with 

the Protocols.

Detailed, identifiable

information about 

application selections

Commit to 

Enroll

April 30 –

End of Cycle

Applicant is indicating they have 

made a final selection and withdrawn 

all other applications, including 

waitlist positions.

Detailed, identifiable 

information about 

application selections

Application and Acceptance Protocols for Applicants
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CYMS Aggregate Report
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CYMS Aggregate Report
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Acceptance/Alt. List Summary Reports
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AC by School  Summary

19



Important Reminders

• Applicants are encouraged to:

• Review Choose Your Medical School information; the tool 
is not the primary means of communications between the 
applicant and the medical school

• Follow school-specific policies and procedures for using 
the tool

• Professionalism on the part of all stakeholders is critical for 
the tool’s success

• Become familiar with the Application and Acceptance 
Protocols for Applicants, the guiding principles for 
professional behavior during the medical school 
application process
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Resources

• Information for Applicants: 

• Choose Your Medical School Website for Applicants

• Choose Your Medical School Guide for Applicants (step-by-step 
instructions for how to use the tool)

• Choose Your Medical School downloadable resource (for applicants and 
advisors)

• Information for Advisors: 

• Choose Your Medical School Website for Advisors

• Previous Choose Your Medical School Webinars for Advisors

• Choose Your Medical School Tool FAQs for Advisors
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Applicant View – Login Page 
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Applicant View – CYMS Selection
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Choose Your Medical School Training Guide
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Prehealth Advisor View in AIS
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Applicants by Acceptances ‘21 vs. ‘20 (as of 2/8)
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2020 Cycle CYMS Activity
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Key Takeaways

• More schools used CYMS and required “Commit 
to Enroll” this year

• School communication of CYMS policies and 
procedures improved applicant adherence and 
understanding of the tool

• Applicant feedback suggests they prefer to 
receive emails directly from schools

• AMCAS received fewer calls from both applicants 
and medical schools compared to previous cycle

• AMCAS received no reports of applicants failing 
to show up to orientation29
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2022 Cycle Update
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AMCAS continues to monitor a number of issues 
with our AMCAS Advisory Committee 

• Applicant volume and behavior 

• Transcript processing timelines

• Impact of COVID:

• Alternate grading 

• Virtual and nontraditional experiences

• Letters of evaluation

©2021. May not be reproduced or distributed without permission.
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2022 Application Dates
Date* Event

April 2021

2022 AMCAS Resources
• Applicant Guide

• Opening Cycle Webinars for 

Applicants and Advisors

Monday, May 3 AMCAS application opens 

Thursday, May 27
AMCAS application submission 

begins

Friday, June 25

Initial transmission of 

application data to medical 

schools

Monday, August 2* Early Decision Program deadline

Sept.-Dec. Application deadlines

Application Deadlines

• Application must be submitted by 
11:59 p.m. ET of the deadline date

• Transcripts must be received by 
AMCAS within 14 calendar days* of 
the application deadline date (or the 
next business day if the deadline 
date falls on a weekend or holiday)

• *For Early Decision Program 
applicants (August 1 is on a Sunday 
in 2021), all transcripts must be 
received by Monday, August 2 

• Visit www.aamc.org/amcasdeadlines

Application dates are subject to change; if needed, updates will be provided

©2021. May not be reproduced or distributed without permission.
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Alternative Grading & AMCAS

The Guidance on Grading and 
Transcript Notations in the 
AMCAS Application assists 
advisors and applicants with 
understanding the potential 
impact of alternative grading 
policies on applicants’ cumulative 
and BCPM (Biology, Chemistry, 
Physics, and Math) GPAs. 
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Experiences
• The Work/Activities section in AMCAS will remain as is for the 2022 

application cycle

• Medical schools are encouraged to ask via secondaries about the 
nature of the experience, why it was meaningful, and how it 
impacted the applicant’s journey to medicine 

• Some schools may also ask how the pandemic affected applicants
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2022 Application Cycle

We will continue to provide updates via: 

• Our website

• Coronavirus (COVID-19) and AMCAS page

• AMCAS Twitter feed (@AMCASinfo)

• Emails from AMCAS Outreach, Prehealth Advisor Email 
Series, and Premed Navigator

If you have any questions or require assistance, please 
contact the AAMC Services Contact Center at 202-828-
0600 or advisors@aamc.org
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AMCAS Advisory Committee Member 
Perspectives
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Questions and Answers
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Appendix
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Using the Choose Your Medical School Tool

Important Considerations for Applicants 

• Protecting applicant privacy and choice is one of the core tenets of this tool.

• Use of the tool is determined by each medical school to which you apply. 

Please be familiar with each school’s processes and procedures. 

• Ensure that you follow each school’s guidelines if you wish to withdraw your 

application from a school after you have made your final decision. 

• If you have questions about school-specific policies regarding the tool, you 

should communicate with the school directly. 

• Become familiar with the Application and Acceptance Protocols for 

Applicants, which are the guiding principles for professional behavior during 

the medical school application process. These guidelines are not intended 

to supersede the policies, timelines, or discretion of individual schools or 

programs. However, they do provide a sense of professionalism that the 

medical schools are looking for from applicants.
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Applicant Options in AMCAS Application

Plan to Enroll

Wording Prior to April 30:

Plan to Enroll: I have preliminarily selected this medical school as the one I plan to attend in 
accordance with Protocol 9 of the Application and Acceptance Protocols for Applicants.
Medical schools can only see aggregate information until April 30th and will not know which 
applicants have selected "Plan to Enroll" at their school or at other schools.
Beginning April 30th, medical schools can see which of their accepted applicants have selected 
"Plan to Enroll" at their institution. I understand that I can continue to interview, hold my 
current acceptance offers and receive additional acceptance offers, and remain on any waitlist 
at any other medical schools to which I applied.

I acknowledge and understand the Choose Your Medical School option I have selected above, 
my responsibilities of direct communication with the medical schools, and the importance of 
following school-specific application policies and processes. I understand that information 
about my selection will be made available as noted at the top of the page.
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Applicant Options in AMCAS Application

Plan to Enroll

Wording beginning April 30:

Plan to Enroll: I have selected this medical school as the one I plan to attend in accordance with 
Protocol 9 of the Application and Acceptance Protocols for Applicants.
By selecting "Plan to Enroll," I am communicating to all schools at which I hold an acceptance 
that I have a made a choice about the school at which I plan to enroll, and that I have withdrawn 
from my other acceptances, and hold only one acceptance. I understand that it is my 
responsibility to communicate with the other medical schools directly and to follow their 
school-specific processes to withdraw my application(s). I understand that I can continue to 
interview, remain on any waitlist, and receive additional acceptance offers. Beginning April 
30th, medical schools can see which applicants have selected “Plan to Enroll” at their 
institution.

I acknowledge and understand the Choose Your Medical School option I have selected above, 
my responsibilities of direct communication with the medical schools, and the importance of 
following school-specific application policies and processes. I understand that information 
about my selection will be made available as noted at the top of the page.
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Applicant Options in AMCAS Application

Commit to Enroll option available April 30th

Wording beginning April 30:

Commit to Enroll: I am confirming my commitment to matriculate to the medical school 
selected above*.
By selecting "Commit to Enroll," I am indicating that I have made my final selection and 
withdrawn all other applications, including waitlist positions.
I understand that it is my responsibility to communicate my withdrawal and acceptance 
decisions with medical schools directly and to follow their school-specific processes to 
withdraw my application(s) or confirm my acceptance. Selecting "Commit to Enroll" is not an 
appropriate method of withdrawing applications from other medical school(s), including any 
which have offered me an acceptance. Beginning April 30th, medical schools can see which 
applicants have selected “Commit to Enroll” at their institution.

I acknowledge and understand the Choose Your Medical School option I have selected above, 
my responsibilities of direct communication with the medical schools, and the importance of 
following school-specific application policies and processes. I understand that information 
about my selection will be made available as noted at the top of the page.
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Choose Your Medical School Tool
Applicant Options — A Summary

Plan to Enroll

• Option available February 19

• Summary of Option:

• Applicants can continue to interview, hold 
current acceptance offers and receive 
additional acceptance offers, and remain on 
any waitlist at any other medical schools.

• Note: beginning April 30, the only difference 
is that applicants should not be holding 
multiple acceptances in accordance with the 
Protocols.

Commit to Enroll

• Option available beginning April 30

• Summary of Option:

• Applicant is indicating they have made a 
final selection and withdrawn all other 
applications, including waitlist positions.

Beginning April 30, medical schools can see 
detailed, identifiable information about 
application selections.

Note: medical schools will not see information 
about which other medical school an 
applicant selects and whether any particular 
applicant has any other acceptances.

April 30 – End of Cycle

Medical schools can only see 
aggregate data about applicant 
selections

February 19-April 29
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Choose Your Medical School Emails

Emails to Applicants (beginning Feb. 19)

1. Confirmation email each time they make a 
selection.

2. Notice of selection being removed due to 
a change in admission action by selected 
medical school.

Emails to Schools (beginning April 30)

1. Notice of applicant selecting Commit to 
Enroll to another medical school. Note: 
name of other school not disclosed.

i. Only for applicants in a non-final 
action (as reported to AMCAS).

2. Notice of applicant changing Commit to 
Enroll selection. This includes deleting 
current selection, changing to Plan to 
Enroll, or selecting another school.
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